The central pulmonary arteries and any thrombus within them can be imaged by transoesophageal echocardiography. Its use is reported in the diagnosis and subsequent management of a patient with -acute pulmonary embolism, whose response to thrombolytic treatment was monitored by further transoesophageal studies.
can be accurately assessed by continuous wave Doppler. But these changes would only be apparent in patients without previous cardiopulmonary disease when more than 25% of the pulmonary vascular bed is obstructed. 8 Occasionally, thrombus may be visible in the right atrium or ventricle. There is currently growing interest in the use of thrombolytic treatment for pulmonary embolism. Several studies have shown the efficacy of this treatment. One major drawback has been the need for pulmonary angiography, a facility 
